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ORPHIR and STENNESS CHURCH 
Service for Sunday 6th. February 2022; Epiphany 5C 

Transcript 

Rev. 06.02.22 

Introduction - Nicol 

 

Introduction and Prayer 
Good morning.  It’s good to see you again.  Welcome to our worship.  Your presence enriches 

us all in this time of fellowship and celebration together. 

Today we read about Jesus calling his first disciples.  As we remember that today the Queen 

becomes the first British Monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee, marking 70 years of service 

to the people of the United Kingdom, the Realms and the Commonwealth, we think about 

discipleship and service. 

 
Let us take a moment of quietness to let go of the cares and the worries of the past week, 

and know the presence of God among us. 

 

Pause 

 

As we draw near to you, Lord God, we remember how you approached your first disciples by 
the lake.  May we follow you as they did.  Amen. 

 

Call to Worship: 

“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts!” 

The whole earth is full of His glory.” 

Let us worship God: 

 
Hymn: 510 Jesus calls us here to meet him (Omit last verse (v. 4) 

 

Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

 

Loving God, 

As we gather this morning we give thanks that, in Jesus, 
you came among us as the Son of Man. 

Miraculous in your birth, your passage through this world was marked by miracles, 

casting your nets to draw us in, and drawing out the extraordinary in us. 

We come to you today aware of our gifts, and our gaps, 

our successes, and our failures, our enthusiasm, and our doubts. 

Help us to hear your call, and to have the courage to say, 
‘Here I am, send me.’ 

 

Lord, we acknowledge that we hesitate to commit ourselves fully; 

to leave the safe routine of our lives, and to enter fully into the realities of life with you, 

for we are ordinary people, with no clever parables, no miracles to perform. 

We are content as we are, happy to serve you from the margins. 

Yet you call us to life in all its fulness, to be all that we can be. 
We thank you that you have called us to be part of your story, 

ordinary people caught up in the extraordinary tale of your plan for salvation. 

Grant us the courage to overcome our uncertainties and to follow you wherever you may 

lead.  We ask in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray … 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  
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Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

 

Readings: Olivia will read for us: 
1st Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 (NRSVA) 

The Resurrection of Christ 

Now I should remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, 

which you in turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, 

if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe 

in vain. 

 
For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for 

our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on 

the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 

twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most 

of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the 

apostles. Last of all, as to someone untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least 
of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by 

the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace towards me has not been in vain. On the 

contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is 

with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 

 

2nd Reading: Luke 5:1-11; 

Jesus Calls the First Disciples 
Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in 

on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the 

fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, 

the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he 

sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to 

Simon, ‘Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.’ Simon answered, 
‘Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let 

down the nets.’ When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were 

beginning to break. So they signalled to their partners in the other boat to come and help 

them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter 

saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!’ 

For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; and 
so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus 

said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.’ When they had 

brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. 

 

Hymn 404 I danced in the morning 

 

Message:  
The setting for today’s Gospel story is simple and commonplace: fishermen on the shore of 

the Lake of Gennesaret, beside their boats, cleaning their nets after a failed catch.  Very 

likely feeling tired and fed up, yet little knowing that, for some of them, this was to be a 

turning point in their lives. 

 

Jesus too was a bit hassled.  The crowds followed him everywhere he went.  They had 
already seen him perform miracles.  Luke tells us that he had driven out an unclean spirit, 

(Luke 4:31-37) had healed Simon's mother-in-law (Luke 4:38-41), cured many sick people. 
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Now the people are gathering around to see Jesus, and to see what else he might do.  So 
many of them are pressing in on him that Jesus gets into one of the two boats at the shore of 

the Lake and uses it as a pulpit.  Then, when he finishes speaking, he asks Simon to put 

down his nets. 

 

Now, these guys were professionals, and they might have been expected to be a bit sniffy 

about taking advice from a layman.  Indeed, Simon, an experienced fisherman, tells Jesus 
that they have already been out that morning, and there is nothing to catch, but, because it 

is Jesus who asks him, and despite his misgivings, Simon obeys.  There’s a big crowd 

watching, and another failure wouldn’t do much for his reputation.  What might people think 

of him?  Yet because he knows Jesus, he obeys. 

 

This is about faith, and trust.  Trusting in God is a theme that runs through all of the Bible, 

from Moses leading the people out of Egypt, to Jesus calling those fishermen, to Jesus on the 
Cross.  Trust in God is something we all hang on to.  But do we always trust what Jesus is 

asking of us – particularly when our experience tells us something different? 

 

Simon, the experienced fisherman, obeys Jesus, and, when he does, he gets a catch like no 

other.  He is so overwhelmed by his encounter with the grace of God that he asks Jesus to 

leave him alone.  Well might he be overwhelmed: the catch of fish would have been colossal. 
I don’t know much about boats, but I’m told that Galilean boats were somewhere up to 30 

feet long, eight feet wide and five feet deep, and Luke tells us that the two boats were filled 

with fish to the point of sinking. 

 

There is something else here, something deeper, that touches Simon Peter.  Confronted by 

the power of Christ, he says: “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!”  Here is an 

acknowledgement of the power of God that goes beyond all human experience. 
We have the advantage of knowing how the Gospel ends, so we can see here a 

foreshadowing of Peter’s shame when he encounters his risen Lord and remembers his earlier 

denial of Jesus (John 21). 

 

The heading for this passage in the NRSVA is ‘Jesus Calls the First Disciples’.  Luke doesn’t 

actually say that, but Jesus’s words to Simon, and to his partners James and John, confirm 
his invitation: “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people”. 

 

An interesting aside: I am told that the Greek word used here for ‘catch’ is the word used for 

taking prisoners of war alive, rather than killing them. 

 

Luke continues: ‘When they had brought their boats to shore, they’ [presumably Simon and 
James and John] ‘left everything and followed him’. 

Maybe we wonder whether all these fish were left to rot, but Mark’s earlier version of this 

story mentions the hired men, so we may assume that the catch didn’t go to waste, and we 

are reminded that those fishermen left a thriving business to follow Jesus. 

 

OK.  Where are we going with this? 

 
If you or I had been asked to advise the Son of God on the kind of people he might choose to 

work with him. we might not put fishermen at the top of the list, nor tax-collectors either, 

come to that. 

Fishing was a respectable trade in Jesus’s time, and maybe even more so now in our time of 

big boats and complex equipment.  It was, and is, a tough job that demands patience and 

courage and endurance and long hours out on the water, and it is not doing fishermen any 
disservice to suggest that we might not immediately think of them as a trade likely to 

produce great orators, or missionaries or political activists. 
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No.  Jesus has work for everybody.  He sees in every man and every woman qualities and 
potential that may not be obvious. 

 

What is it that Jesus is asking you to do?  Do you trust him, or do you doubt? 

Are you worried about what others may think? 

Maybe we are like Paul, and think we are not up to the job.  Paul is very aware of his own 

limitations in the face of God: “I am the least of the apostles”, he says, “Unfit to be called an 
apostle”.  If someone like Paul acknowledges how out of depth with God he is, what hope for 

the rest of us?  But we shouldn’t be discouraged.  Paul is one of us, and he repeatedly 

emphasises that, through Jesus Christ, the grace of God comes freely to all.  It is 

unconditional.  A free gift. 

 

But, like the proverbial free lunch, there is no such thing as a free gift.  There can only be a 

free offer, which becomes a free gift when it is accepted. 
It is there for us to accept.  It is there for us to reject.  The choice is ours. 

 

Maybe we hesitate to make – or renew - the commitment.  Those men in the story didn’t just 

go back to how life was before they met Jesus.  They chose to leave behind the life they had, 

and to follow him.  When we make a commitment to Jesus, it changes us.  Life can never be 

the just the same again.  We turn away from some of our old ways, and start a new life, a 
new beginning, with Jesus at the helm of our life.  We are called to repent, to turn away from 

the sin in our lives, and follow Jesus, to trust in him. 

 

Maybe we stumble along the way, and have to do it over and over again, but no matter who 

we are, what we have done, whether we are clean, or have a lot to hide, we have an 

invitation to trust in Jesus and to follow Him.  Are we willing to put all of our trust in God to 

guide our lives? 
 

In our place and time, most of us will not be called to give up everything we have and join on 

a missionary journey, but, in our way of living, are we willing to leave everything and follow 

Jesus, to let him use us?  We just have to be willing to trust, obey, and follow. 

 

In the words of the old hymn: 
Trust and obey,  For there’s no other way 

To be happy in Jesus,  But to trust and obey. … 

 

What is holding you back? 

What others think?  What you think of yourself? 

With Jesus, all are welcome, including you and me. 
Will you commit, or renew your commitment, to follow Him? 

Amen.  Soli Deo Gloria. 

 

Hymn 532 Lord, you have come to the sea-shore 

 

Choir: Softly and Tenderly Jesus is calling. 

 
Dedication of Offering and Prayers of Intercession. 

 

NB Responses for prayers of Intercession: 

L: May we not believe in vain, 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Let us pray: 

Generous God, 
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like the sun that draws water from the earth 
so that it may return as rain and snow, 

so your love moves us to return to you 

a portion of what you have first given us. 

May our offering be an embodiment of your love for all.  Amen (Seasons of the Spirit) 

 

Prayers of Intercession:  
God of Love, 

We bring to you our prayers for people who are going through difficulties of all kinds, 

especially difficulties that make belief hard: 

those who are ill, especially all who are affected in any way by Covid, 

and for those who seek to guide us as we struggle to return to ‘normal’ after the restrictions. 

 

We pray for the bereaved, that they may know your presence as they walk the valley of the 
shadow; 

and for those who have been hurt, abused or betrayed by people they loved and trusted, 

that they may rely on the One who understands all human fallibility, and rose above it. 

 

L: May we not believe in vain, 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord God, 

we pray for the Church worldwide, especially where it is persecuted. 

At this time of major change in the Church of Scotland, we pray for the church throughout 

the country, and especially in these Islands, and for our part in it. 

Help us all to have open minds, and to work together to share the extraordinary generosity of 

the gospel of grace. 
May our light shine before others, so that they may see our good works and give glory to our 

Father in heaven. 

 

L: May we not believe in vain, 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Lord, help all the peoples of our world to find ways to peace and goodwill. 

May all who seek power over others bend to your Gospel of love. 

We pray for those caught up in the escalating tensions between Russia and Ukraine, 

asking that you will show the way to peace and harmony; 

and for the people of Afghanistan, where starving families struggle to survive; 

women are not allowed to work freely; girls are denied education: 
for all whose hopes and dreams are crushed by oppressive regimes. 

 

As we give thanks for our Queen, and for the unique distinction of 70 years of unstinting 

service, we pray for her, 

and for all who lead us, in government, in local councils and communities; 

for all leaders of the church; all those who preach and share the Gospel. 

May there be no suggestion of ‘Do as I say, not as I do’. 
May all act with integrity and sincerity. 

 

L: May we not believe in vain, 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

At this time we bring to you all those for whom we have special concerns. 

 
Pause 
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L: May we not believe in vain, 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord, help us all to play our part in hastening the time when all may know and love our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  All these prayers we bring in his name.  Amen. 

 

Light-hearted ‘Tailpiece’ – not so ‘light’ today: 
Introduction: The former Bishop of Durham, Rev. Dr. David E. Jenkins was a Church of 

England cleric and theologian.  He died in 2016.  He was noted for his controversial views. 

On the subject of Going to Church he writes: 

 

We must not be too solemn about it, but, on the whole, going to church – coming together as 

Christians - is not something which more than a small number can possibly be expected to 

do; and I, for one, do not blame them.  Going to church, taking part in church affairs 
generally, on the whole is not exposure to an exploration into a mysterious and attractive, 

awe-inspiring and ever-deepening reality. 

 

On the whole, going to church and being attached to various church affairs forms a series of 

operations which protect us from the realities around us.  The whole process tends to make 

people less human and less realistic.  I once saw a poster up outside a place I was driving 
through which said, ‘Come to church’.  I had a great sense that I ought to get out and put up 

another poster which said: ‘This is the last thing you should do’.  Which, I think, is still right.  

People have to know quite a lot about God before they can stand up to going to church. 

 

So much churchgoing is just religious practices and not godly living and godly exploring.  

Something seems to have gone very wrong.  I believe, as so often in the history of the 

various communities which go to make up the church, that, just as God is bringing pressures 
upon us about one world, so he is bringing pressures to bear on us which could, and should, 

reawaken us to the immense possibilities which are around in the world and in people and in 

the church. 

 

I would not be a bishop if I were not absolutely clear that even the church cannot keep a 

good God down.  This is a fundamental axiom, as far as I am concerned.  We ought to be 
reawakened to the powerful resources and insights which are available in and through the 

biblical records, and in and through the various Christian traditions – if only we will not shut 

them up in the practices of religion. 
(David E. Jenkins: God, Jesus and Life in the Spirit. (SCM Press1988: 23-24)) 

 

Something to think about.  I think we do need to come to church, to worship God, and for 

fellowship together. 

 

Let is close our worship in singing 

Hy 4: 396 And can it be that I should gain 

 

Blessing: 
A sending out prayer 

Lord of the deep, be with us when we feel out of our depth. 

Lord of the waves, send us where we are most needed. 

Lord of the shore, bring us safely home. In Jesus’ name.  Amen. (Roots) 

And the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be with you, and remain with you, now and always. Amen. 

 

Doxology. 


